
Echocardiography Cases in Contrast
Consequences of Suboptimal Visualization

This live teleconference/webcast is developed for echocardiologists and clinical cardiologists, 
electrophysiologists, echocardiography and cardiology fellows, sonographers, sonography nurses, and other

medical professionals who treat patients with cardiovascular disease

Participant Syllabus
Wednesday, July 20, 2005

3:00 – 4:00 PM Eastern
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To Participate
Please Dial 1-800-729-6268 Use Conference ID 1217 

Or Visit
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This activity is supported through an educational grant from:

C M E Consultants, Inc.
a nationally accredited continuing medical education company
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Key Facts

WHAT: This live CME/CE accredited teleconference/webcast offers a case-
based approach to the stratification of patients undergoing echocardio-
graphy. Emerging evidence supports the use of contrast media in
echocardiography, which reduces the occurrence of key findings
going undetected, diagnostic inaccuracy, and ultimately poor out-
comes for the patient. Participants in this program will learn which
types of patients are the best candidates for the use of contrast-
enhanced echocardiography and will be provided with practical tools
for integrating its use into practice. This program features slide pre-
sentations followed by an interactive session allowing you to ask
questions and receive immediate feedback. These discussions will be
archived on the Internet following the live broadcasts.

WHO: This activity will be of interest to medical professionals, especially: 
Echocardiologists
Clinical cardiologists
Electrophysiologists
Echocardiology and cardiology fellows
Sonographers
Sonography nurses

WHERE: This activity will be presented on the Internet and on the telephone:
Live Toll Free: 1-800-729-6268
Conference ID: 1217

If you wish to participate in the activity through the Internet, please
log on to
www.eccode.org

WHEN:   The activity will be held live:
Wednesday, July 20, 2005 3:00 – 4:00 PM Eastern
Monday, August 15, 2005 12:00 – 1:00 PM Eastern

3:00 – 4:00 PM Eastern
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Learning Objectives

At the end of this activity, the participant should be able to:

Gain an understanding of contrast echocardiography, and its impact on cardiology
practice with regard to diagnostic efficacy and efficiency

Identify specific patient groups that are primary candidates for the use of contrast
agents in echocardiography

Develop an effective assessment and administration protocol in the use of contrast
echocardiography, incorporating the entire echocardiography team

Identify and differentiate the available echocardiography contrast agents

Agenda (Subject to Change)

I. Welcome and Introduction
II. Slide Presentation ~ Echocardiography Cases in Contrast:  Consequences in

Suboptimal Visualization, Neil Weissman, MD
III. Live Question and Answer with Faculty, Neil Weissman, MD and William Zoghbi,

MD.

Program moderated by Randolph P. Martin, MD.
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Faculty

Moderator
Randolph P. Martin, MD
Professor of Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, GA

Randolph P. Martin, MD is a Professor of Medicine
(Cardiology) at Emory University School of Medicine in

Atlanta. He is currently director of the Noninvasive Cardiology Laboratory at Emory
University Hospital, where he developed the Echocardiography Laboratory. He is a fel-
low of the American College of Cardiology and served as 2003-2004 President of the
American Society of Echocardiography. He also serves on the editorial boards of five
different cardiology journals, including the American Journal of Medicine, American
Journal of Cardiology, Echocardiography, Journal of the American College of
Cardiology, and Journal of the American College of Cardiology.  He has authored more
than 100 articles and abstracts as well as 33 book chapters, primarily in the areas of
echocardiography and other forms of cardiovascular ultrasound.  He has also participat-
ed in two CD/DVD teaching aids on the subject of echocardiographic imaging.

Presenters
Dr. Neil Weissman, MD
Director of Cardiac Ultrasound and Ultrasound Core
Laboratories
Cardiovascular Research Institute
Washington Hospital Center
Associate Professor of Medicine
Georgetown University School of Medicine
Washington, DC

Neil Weissman, MD is an Associate Professor of Medicine at Georgetown University in
Washington, DC, and Director of the Cardiac Ultrasound and Ultrasound Core
Laboratories at the Cardiovascular Research Institute of the Washington Hospital Center.
A fellow of the American College of Cardiology and the American Heart Association
Council of Clinical Cardiology, Dr. Weissman is also a cofounder of the Capital Area
Echo Society and a member of the American College of Physician, the American
Society of Echocardiography, Public Responsibility in Medicine and Research
(PRIM&R), and the Applied Research Ethics National Association, among others. He is
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the senior editor of Cardiovascular Radiation Medicine, is on the Editorial Boards of
five other medical journals, and is a reviewer for 21 publications, including the
American Journal of Cardiology, American Journal of Cardiovascular Drugs,
International Journal of Cardiology, and the Journal of the American Society of
Echocardiography.  Dr. Weissman’s current research interests include the prevention and
treatment of atherosclerosis in Native American diabetics and the detection of coronary
artery disease with myocardial contrast echocardiography.  He has given more than 130
lectures in the United States and abroad.

Dr. William Zoghbi, MD
Acting Chief of Cardiology
John S. Dunn Sr. Professor of Medicine
Medical Director, Baylor Heart Clinic
Director, Echocardiography Research
Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, TX

William Zoghbi, MD is the Acting Chief of Cardiology, the John S. Dunn Sr. Professor
of Medicine, and Director of Echocardiography Research at the Baylor College of
Medicine in Houston. A board-certified cardiologist, Dr. Zoghbi is also Medical Director
of the Baylor Heart Clinic. He is a fellow of the American College of Cardiology, the
Council of Clinical Cardiology, the American Heart Association, and the American
Society of Echocardiography; he is also a member of Alpha Omega Alpha, the Texas
Medical Association, and the Harris County Medical Society, among others. He has
worked on the editorial boards of the Journal of the American College of Cardiology,
Cardiology Clinics: Echocardiography in Valvular Disease, Circulation, and ACCF
CardioSource, and is a reviewer for 12 journals, including Journal of the American
Medical Association, New England Journal of Medicine, American Heart Journal, and
the Journal of the American Society of Echocardiography. He has lectured in the United
States and abroad, and his publications include more than 300 articles and abstracts.
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Disclosure Statement

Potomac Center for Medical Education (PCME) adheres to guidelines of the
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) and all other pro-
fessional organizations, as applicable, stating those activities where continuing education
credits are awarded must be balanced, independent, objective, and scientifically rigor-
ous.

All faculty in a position to control the content of a continuing medical education pro-
gram sponsored by the Potomac Center for Medical Education are required to disclose
any relevant financial relationships with any commercial interest. All conflicts are iden-
tified and resolved by PCME in advance of delivery of the activity to learners.

The content of some CME activities may contain discussions of non-approved or off-
label uses of some of the agents mentioned.  Please consult the prescribing information
for full disclosure of approved users.

In direct response to the September, 2004, Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education (ACCME) Standards for Commercial Support, CME Consultants,
Inc. issued a conflict of interest policy dated January 2, 2005. The policy states that the
disclosure of potential financial conflicts of interest within the last 12 months must be
made and resolved prior to date of the CME/CE activity where commercial support
grants are to be used to fund the activity. The following conflicts have been managed
and resolved through CME Consultants, Inc.’s Independent Review Committee. Our
intent is to assist learners in assessing the potential for bias in information that is pre-
sented during this CME/CE activity.

The faculty is also aware it is their responsibility to inform the audience if discussion of
any non-FDA approved uses of pharmaceuticals, medical equipment, prostheses, etc.
will be included in their presentation.

Disclosures

Randolph P. Martin, MD Dr. Martin will discuss Non-FDA approved uses of
Coronary perfusion (contrast) in the presentation. 

Neil Weissman, MD Dr. Wiessman has received Grant/Research Support from
Acusphere, Bracco, Point, and BMSL; is a Consultant and
Investigator for Acusphere; and an Investigator for Bracco,
Point, and BMSL.
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William Zoghbi, MD Dr. Zoghbi has received an honorarium from GE, and will
discuss Non-FDA approved uses of perflutren protein-type
A microspheres for injection in the presentation.

Accreditation

PHYSICIANS: 
The Potomac Center for Medical Education is accredited by the Accreditation Council
for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education
for physicians.

The Potomac Center for Medical Education designates this continuing medical educa-
tion activity for a maximum of 1.0 hour(s) in Category 1 credit towards the American
Medical Association’s Physician’s Recognition Award. Each physician should claim
only those hours of credit that he/she has actually spent in the educational activity.

NURSES:
CME Consultants, Inc. is accredited as a provider of continuing nursing edu-
cation by the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) Commission
on Accreditation.  This activity has been planned and implemented in accor-
dance with the ANCC Commission on Accreditation Educational Design

through the joint sponsorship of CME Consultants, Inc. and PCME.

CME Consultants, Inc. designates this program for 1.2 contact hours. Participants
should claim only those contact hours actually spent in the educational activity. Any
questions regarding the accreditation of this CE activity should be directed to CME
Consultants, Inc. (info@cmeconsultantsinc.com).

SONOGRAPHERS:
Application has been made to the Society of Diagnostic Medical Sonography to offer
continuing education credit for this activity.



How to Ask Questions During the Program

Questions by E-Mail
If you are participating online, you may submit your questions via e-mail.  Type your
question in the question box that appears on the website and send it at any time during
the broadcast.

Questions by Phone
If you are participating by telephone, you may press * 1 on your telephone keypad at
any time during the live event. The operator will connect you with a live question
screener.  The screener will take your question and contact information. You will be
placed back in the main presentation after your question has been submitted.
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